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and county borough councils—the former perhaps the most august,
and ruling the largest territory, the latter wielding the most complete
powers of any authority known to English local government. Since
this is not a systematic treatise, it may be most illuminating to
consider the two kinds of authority side by side.
In what follows, 'the county council' should be taken, unless
otherwise stated, to mean the Oxfordshire County Council, simply
because this council is responsible for the larger part of the Survey
Area and has its head-quarters at Oxford. In consequence, we have
more information about the activities of the Oxfordshire County
Council However, the chairman, the clerk, and others have been
courteous in supplying us with information with regard to the
relevant parts of Berkshire, and it does not appear to us that the
Berkshire County Council differs markedly from the Oxfordshire
County Council either in its constitution, composition, or policy.
Some of the unsolved problems of English local government are
due to the great differences between the counties in size, wealth,
and character of population. Of our two counties, Berkshire is con-
siderably the richer, its rateable value in 1933 being about two and a
half times that of Oxfordshire, presumably on account of its greater
proximity to London. But in respect of character of population,
sise, and geography they are not very dissimilar. Consequently, most
of what will be said of the Oxfordshire County Council would be
equally true of the Berkshire County Council.
Both county and county borough councils control a governmental
apparatus of an imposing size and complexity. This will be seen from
Figs. 32, 33, 34, illustrating the organization of committees and
departments as a whole. The income of the county council from all
sources for the year 1935-6 was ^790,161; of the county borough
council £900,868, On January ist, 1938, 1,522 persons were em-
ployed by the county, and 1,558 by the city.1
It would be tedious to attempt to enumerate all the functions
exercised by these authorities. Briefly, those performed by the county
council are as follows: (a) It administers most of the 'specialist' public
health services such as maternity and child welfare, lunacy and men-
tal deficiency, or the prevention and treatment of tuberculosis and
* Tbese "weie divided as follows:
County       City
%	%
Officials, office and supervisory staff        13	22
Otbets	87	78
100

